
Your purchase of this card contributes to maintaining the cultural and  
natural heritage values of Maatsuyker Island. 

Maatsuyker Island lies 10 kilometres off Tasmania’s southern coast and is part of 
the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area. The island has a rich Aboriginal 
and European history and is home to Australia’s southernmost lighthouse. 

In 1642 Dutch explorer Abel Janszoon Tasman was the first European known to 
reach Van Diemen’s Land (now Tasmania) and sight and name the Maatsuyker 
group of islands. This illustration from Tasman’s 1642 voyage journal, housed 
 at the National Archives of the Netherlands, reads:

A view of the land, when you are north-west of it at 5 miles distance,  
the said land lying Latitude about 44°.

A view of the land, when you are south-west of it, at 4 miles distance.

A view of Antonÿ van Diemens Landt, as you sail along it from the  
Maetsuicker Islands, far as the Boereels Islands or Storm Bay.

To learn more about Maatsuyker Island and Friends of Maatsuyker Island  
visit wildcaretas.org.au Email us at wildcaremaatsuyker@gmail.com  
or Find us on Facebook.
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Your purchase of this card contributes 
to maintaining the cultural and natural 
heritage values of Maatsuyker Island. 

Maatsuyker Island lies 10 kilometres off 
Tasmania’s southern coast and is part of 
the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage 
Area. The island has a rich Aboriginal 
and European history and is home to 
Australia’s southernmost lighthouse. 

Despite fierce winds and salt spray 
Maatsuyker supports lush vegetation. 
Native flowers include Christmas bells 
(Blandfordia punicea) illustrated here by 
© Marg Beal. 

To learn more about Maatsuyker Island 
and Friends of Maatsuyker Island 
visit wildcaretas.org.au Email us at 
wildcaremaatsuyker@gmail.com or  
Find us on Facebook
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Your purchase of this card contributes to maintaining the cultural  
and natural heritage values of Maatsuyker Island. 

Maatsuyker Island lies 10 kilometres off Tasmania’s southern coast and 
is part of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area. The island 
has a rich Aboriginal and European history and is home to Australia’s 
southernmost lighthouse. 

Maatsuyker Island lighthouse, illustrated here by © Kate Worthington, 
opened in 1891. It was the last Australian light to be decommissioned 
following installation of an automated light in 1996. The Maatsuyker 
Island lighthouse contains the only remaining first order dioptric lens set 
on brass rollers with the mechanism still in working order, in Australia.

To learn more about Maatsuyker Island and Friends of Maatsuyker Island 
visit wildcaretas.org.au Email us at wildcaremaatsuyker@gmail.com or 
Find us on Facebook
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Your purchase of this card contributes to maintaining the cultural 
and natural heritage values of Maatsuyker Island. 

Maatsuyker Island lies 10 kilometres off Tasmania’s southern coast  
and is part of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area. The 
island has a rich Aboriginal and European history and is home to 
Australia’s southernmost lighthouse. 

The island is free of introduced pests such as rats, mice and feral cats 
and supports abundant birdlife. Short-tailed shearwaters migrate 
annually from the Northern Hemisphere to breed on the island. The 
rich array of land birds includes the pink robin (Petroica rodinogaster) 
illustrated here by © Ailsa Fergusson.

To learn more about Maatsuyker Island and Friends of Maatsuyker 
Island visit wildcaretas.org.au Email us at wildcaremaatsuyker@
gmail.com or Find us on Facebook
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M A A T S U Y K E R  I S L A N D  L I C H E N

Your purchase of this card contributes to maintaining the cultural 
and natural heritage values of Maatsuyker Island. 

Maatsuyker Island lies 10 kilometres off Tasmania’s southern coast and 
is part of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area. The island 
has a rich Aboriginal and European history and is home to Australia’s 
southernmost lighthouse. 

The vegetation on Maatsuyker Island is stunted and wind-pruned 
in response to high winds and salt spray but it is lush and damp in 
protected gullies. The island supports a rich variety of lichen, illustrated 
here by ©Nicole O’Loughlin.

To learn more about Maatsuyker Island and Friends of Maatsuyker Island 
visit wildcaretas.org.au Email us at wildcaremaatsuyker@gmail.com or 
Find us on Facebook
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